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(57) ABSTRACT

In one example, a watercraft is provided that includes a body
having a bow and a stern whose respective shapes are sub-
stantially different from each other. The body includes a hull,
an open cockpit, a ramp that is located aft of the open cockpit
and slopes downwardly toward the stern, where a lower end of
the ramp is located near the stern, and a transom, where the
lower end of the ramp extends through the transom.
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1
KAYAK

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion, Ser. No. 13/195,703, entitled KAYAK, and filed on Aug.
1, 2011, which, in turn, claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application, Ser. No. 61/370,060, entitled KAYAK,
filed Aug. 2, 2010. All of the aforementioned applications are
incorporated herein in their respective entireties by this ref-
erence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

At least some example embodiments of the invention con-
cern kayaks. However, one or more of the concepts, in various
combinations, disclosed herein may extend to other types of
watercraft as well such as, for example, sailboats, surfboards,
paipo boards, boards for wind surfers, paddleboards, knee
boards, canoes, wakeboards, and body boards, examples of
which include boards referred to as boogie boards.

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

Kayaks can be difficult to stabilize and maneuver, espe-
cially for children. It can also be difficult for children to enter
orreenter a kayak especially, for example, after they fall offof
the kayak. In addition, it can be difficult for children to ini-
tially sit on a kayak or get back on the kayak if they fall off.
One or more of these problems may manifest themselves in
other types of watercraft as well.

ASPECTS OF AN EXAMPLE EMBODIMENT OF
THE INVENTION

Disclosed embodiments are concerned with watercraft.
Some example embodiments within the scope of this disclo-
sure may, but need not, include one or more of the following
elements, in any combination: a sloped transom; a ramp; one
or more projections on the bottom of the hull; one or more
longitudinal recesses on the bottom of the hull; a cockpit; a
reverse-chine geometry incorporated in the hull. None of the
foregoing should be interpreted to be an essential or critical
element, and other embodiments may omit one or more of any
of'the foregoing elements while remaining within the scope of
the invention. Moreover, none of the aforementioned ele-
ments are mutually exclusive and all could be included in a
single embodiment.

In one example embodiment, a kayak is provided that
includes one, some or all of the aforementioned elements, in
any combination. A portion, or all, of the kayak may be
constructed of blow-molded plastic and one or more of the
aforementioned elements, in any combination, may be inte-
grally formed as part of the kayak during a blow-molding
process.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The appended drawings contain figures of example
embodiments to further illustrate and clarify various aspects
of the present invention. It will be appreciated that these
drawings depict only example embodiments of the invention
and are not intended to limit its scope. Aspects of the inven-
tion will be described and explained with additional specific-
ity and detail through the use of the accompanying drawings
in which:
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2

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example of a kayak;

FIG. 2 is a top view of the kayak shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the kayak shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the kayak shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the kayak
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a rear view of the kayak shown in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the bottom of the kayak
shown in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

As noted elsewhere herein, at least some example embodi-
ments of the invention concern kayaks. However, one or more
of the concepts, in any combination, disclosed herein may
extend to other types of watercraft as well such as, for
example, sailboats, surtboards, paipo boards, boards for wind
surfers, paddleboards, knee boards, canoes, wakeboards, and
body boards, examples of which include boards referred to as
boogie boards. Thus, the scope of this disclosure is not limited
to kayaks, or to any other type(s) of watercraft.

A. General Aspects of Some Example Embodiments

While the discussion herein makes reference to a kayak, it
should be understood that reference to a kayak is by way of
illustration and the discussion applies as well to the various
other types of watercraft disclosed herein, and to any other
types of watercraft that would be apparent to a person of
ordinary skill in the art.

In at least some embodiments, a portion, or all, of a water-
craft such as a kayak may be constructed of blow-molded
plastic. However, the scope of this disclosure is not limited to
blow-molding processes or blow-molded elements. Other
processes that may be used to construct a portion, or all, of a
kayak, or other watercraft, include roto-molding, vacuum
molding, and processes sometimes referred to as twin-sheet
processes. It will also be appreciated that the kayak need not
be constructed from plastic and may be constructed using
other materials having other suitable characteristics.

Portions of a kayak that may be integrally formed as part of
the kayak by way of a blow-molding process include, in any
combination, one or more of: a sloped transom; a ramp; one or
more projections on the bottom of the hull; one or more
longitudinal recesses on the bottom of the hull; a cockpit; a
reverse-chine geometry incorporated in the hull. Addition-
ally, or alternatively, one or more other elements, in any
combination, may be integrally formed with the kayak as part
of'a blow-molding process. Examples of such other elements
include, but are not limited to, seats, hand holds, foot wells,
recesses of any type, storage areas, drain holes, paddle rests,
and projections of any type.

In at least some instances, one or more of the elements
disclosed herein, such as the preceding examples, may be
integrally formed with a hull of the kayak as part of a blow-
molding, or other, process. Any embodiment of the kayak that
is constructed at least partly of blow-molded plastic may have
an interior that is partly, or completely, hollow. Such embodi-
ments may also include, disposed in the interior, one or more
depressions, sometimes referred to as “tack-offs.” In such
embodiments, these tack-offs may be integrally formed as
part of a unitary, one-piece structure during the blow-molding
process. The depressions may extend from a first surface,
such as a first interior surface of the kayak, towards a second
surface, such as a second interior surface of the kayak. The
ends of one or more depressions may contact or engage the
second surface, or the ends of one or more of the depressions
may be spaced apart from the second surface by a distance.
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In some instances, one or more depressions on a first inte-
rior surface may be substantially aligned with corresponding
depressions on a second interior surface, and one or more
depressions on the first interior surface may contact one or
more corresponding depressions on the second interior sur-
face or, alternatively, one or more depressions on the first
interior surface may be spaced apart from corresponding
depressions on the second interior surface. In still other
instances, depressions that contact each other, and depres-
sions that are spaced apart from each other, may both be
present in a kayak. The depressions may be sized and config-
ured to strengthen and/or reinforce the blow-molded plastic
hull and/or other portions of the kayak.

Any of the embodiments disclosed herein, or derived from
this disclosure, may also include a surface treatment,
examples of which include ethylene-vinyl acetate (EVA)
foam decking, ABS sheeting and polyethylene sheeting, dis-
posed on at least a portion of the kayak, such as the transom
and/or ramp for example. Other surface treatments, such as
texturing for example, may be formed as part of a blow-
molding process. In one example of a surface treatment that
may be included in any embodiment, the surface treatment
may be configured to provide a grippable surface for a user so
that the user can more readily grasp, and keep hold of, a
portion of the kayak, such as the transom and/or ramp for
example. In another example that may be included in any
embodiment, the hull and/or other portions of the kayak has
one or more surfaces, such as on the transom and/or ramp for
example, with a chemically etched textured portion that pro-
vides traction and may allow for elastomeric sheathing to be
adhered. In still further examples, one or more surfaces of the
kayak are textured, and the sheathing or other covering may
be omitted.

At least some embodiments of the kayak are particularly
well-suited by use for children, as well as adults of relatively
small stature. In one particular example, a kayak of about 70
to about 90 inches in length may be well-suited for use by
such individuals, although other lengths may be employed as
well. In a further example, a kayak of about 80 inches in
length may be used. A kayak of approximately 80 inches in
length may, for example, have a width that is about 20 to 30
inches, such as about 26 inches. It should be understood that
the length-to-width ratio implicit in the foregoing example
dimensions may be extended to define lengths and widths of
other kayak embodiments.

B. Description of Some Example Embodiments

Turning now to FIGS. 1-7, details are provided concerning
some example embodiments of a watercraft. With regard first
to FIGS. 1 and 2, a watercraft is indicated that, in this
example, takes the form of a kayak 100, although the scope of
the invention is not limited to kayaks. The kayak 100 has a
front 1004 and a back 1005, and includes a body 200 that, as
noted elsewhere herein, may have a unitary single-piece con-
struction formed by a blow-molding, or other, process. The
body 200, including the hull 202, may include one or more
tack-offs 201. The body 200 may include, among other
things, a hull 202, a cockpit 204, and a ramp 206. In some
instances, the cockpit 204 may have a size and configuration
ergonomically suited to individuals such as children, and/or
relatively small adults.

In some cases, the cockpit 204 may extend over approxi-
mately the forward two-thirds of the overall length of the
kayak 100, although other embodiments may employ a cock-
pit 204 that is longer, or shorter, than two-thirds of the overall
length of the kayak 100. More particularly, aspects such as the
width, depth and length of the cockpit 204 may be configured
to suit individuals of particular physical size(s). In some
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instances, and as indicated in FIG. 1 for example, the forward
portion of the cockpit 204 may be relatively deeper than the
rear portion of the cockpit 204.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the cockpit 204
may include a generally centrally located, upwardly extend-
ing projection 204a that may be longitudinally disposed
along at least a substantial portion of the length of the cockpit
204. The projection 204a may be designed to be ergonomi-
cally uncomfortable for the legs of a user unless the user
maintains the correct leg positions for kayak paddling. For
example, the projection 204a may be designed to guide the
legs of a user into a spaced-apart position, which may help
increase the balance and motor skills of the user when the user
is paddling. This may be particularly advantageous when
training new and/or younger users, such as children. Finally,
the projection 204a may comprise, or be implemented as, a
tack-off.

In addition to the overall configuration of the cockpit 204,
the body 200 may include various other elements that may
enhance the usefulness and functionality of the kayak 100. By
way of example, the body 200 may include one or more foot
wells 208 on either side of the cockpit 204. Aspects such as
the size, geometry, orientation, number, location and spacing
of'the foot wells 208 can be selected as desired. Among other
things, the foot wells 208 may enable a user to position his or
her feet in a variety of different locations within the cockpit
204. This flexibility in positioning may prove useful where
considerations such as physical size and paddling style can
vary from one user to another. As well, different water, wind
and other environmental conditions may dictate changes in
the foot position of a user.

The body 200 may also include a seating area 210 config-
ured to accommodate a user. The seating area 210 may form
a portion of the cockpit 204 and be recessed in such a way as
to provide a back portion 210q that can support the user, and
against which the user can push. In at least some embodi-
ments, the body 200 may include one or more hand holds 212
on either side of the cockpit 204. In general, the hand holds
212 are sized and configured to enable a user to grasp and hold
the kayak 100. The size, number, location, and spacing of the
hand holds 212 may be selected as desired.

In some implementations, the body 200 may include one or
more paddle rests 214. In the example of FIGS. 1 and 2, two
paddle rests 214 are provided, one on each side of the kayak
100. The paddle rests 214 may take the form of recesses into
which the handle of a paddle (not shown) can be set. In some
instances, the paddle rests 214 may be configured to enable
the handle of the paddle to be snap fit into the paddle rests 214
s0 as to help ensure that the paddle does not come adrift until
the user is ready to use it. The paddle rests 214 may have an
approximately circular partial cross-section so as to generally
complement the cross-sectional shape of the handle of the
paddle, although any other cross-sectional shape may be
employed for the paddle rests 214.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, further details
are provided concerning the ramp 206. As indicated in FI1G. 2,
the ramp 206 may be separated from the cockpit 204 by a
partition 216, although separation of the ramp 206 from the
cockpit 204 is not necessary and is not implemented in all
embodiments. In some embodiments, the ramp 206 extends
over approximately the rear one-third of the overall length of
the kayak 100, although other embodiments may employ a
ramp that is longer, or shorter, than one-third of the overall
length of the kayak 100. As indicated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
ramp 206 may be recessed within the body 200, although in
other embodiments, aramp may be formed on top of the body.
As best shown in FIG. 1, the ramp 206 slopes downwardly
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from the partition 216 toward the back of the kayak 100, and
the ramp 206 may be relatively wider at one end than at the
other end.

The ramp 206 may be sloped at any desired angle and some
or all of the ramp 206 may, or may not, include surface
treatments and/or surface coverings that provide a grippable
surface which may better enable a user to grip and/or mount
the kayak 100. Moreover, side rails 2064 which may, in some
implementations, form a portion of the hull 202, may also
include surface treatments and/or surface coverings that pro-
vide a grippable surface which may better enable a user to
grip and/or mount the kayak 100.

Among other things, the ramp 206 may enhance the usabil-
ity and functionality of at least some embodiments of the
kayak 100. For example, if a user falls from the kayak 100, it
may be possible for the user to more easily reenter the kayak
100 using the ramp 206. Even if the user lacks sufficient
upper-body strength to reenter the kayak 100 in this manner
(e.g., if the user is a child), the ramp 206 may allow the user
to mount a portion of the kayak 100 and use the kayak 100 as
a floatation device until help comes or use the kayak 100 as a
kickboard to return to shallow water.

With continued reference to FIG. 2, and directing attention
now to FIG. 3 as well, at least some embodiments of a water-
craft such as the kayak 100 include a transom 218 which, in at
least some embodiments, may comprise a portion of the hull
202. As best shown in FIG. 2, where an embodiment includes
both a transom 218 and a ramp 206, the transom 218 may
intersect the ramp 206. The transom 218 may slope rear-
wardly and downwardly at any desired angle. An angle that is
within the range of about 40 degrees to about 50 degrees may
be particularly useful in some instances. In some cases, a
transom 218 angle of about 45 degrees may be employed. It
should be noted that the angle of the transom 218 in these
examples may be measured relative to a substantially vertical
reference line AA (FIG. 3).

Directing attention now to FIGS. 4-7, and with continuing
attention to FIG. 3, details are provided concerning additional
elements, one or more of which may be included, in any
combination, in at least some embodiments of the invention.
As indicated in FIGS. 3, 4, 6 and 7, at least some embodi-
ments may include one, two, or more projections 220 extend-
ing downwardly from the hull 202. The projections 220 may
be substantially mirror images of each other, although that is
not required. As best indicated in FIGS. 4 and 7, the projec-
tions 220 may be generally wedge-shaped, or at least the
projections 220 may be wider at one end than at the other.
Where a projection 220 is generally wedge-shaped, a desired
wedge angle 6 may be employed (FIG. 4). In at least some
embodiments, a wedge angle of less than about 45 degrees
may be used.

In the illustrated example, the relatively wider portion of
each projection 220 is located closer to the back 10056 of the
kayak 100 than is the relatively narrow portion of each pro-
jection 220. The length of the projections 220 may be about
one-quarter to about one-sixth of the overall length of the
kayak 100, although other dimensional relationships may
alternatively be implemented. Likewise, the width and height
(i.e., the extent to which the projections 220 extend below the
hull 202) may be varied as desired. With particular regard to
the height of the projections 220, the example of FIG. 3
indicates that the projections 220 may have a height that
varies over the length of the projection 220, with the portion
of relatively greater height being located near the back 10056
of the kayak.

As best indicated in FIGS. 3 and 6, the rearmost portion
220aq of the projections 220 may curve or otherwise extend
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upwards so as to meet the edge 218« defined by the transom
218. As well, and indicated in FIGS. 3 and 7, the forward most
portion 2205 of the projections 220 may curve or otherwise
extend upwards so as to meet a portion of the hull 202.
Alternatively, the projections 220 may extend beyond edge
218a, or terminate short of edge 218a. Moreover, one or more
of'the sides 220c¢ of the projections 220 may be sloped, or may
be substantially vertical.

With regard to their positioning, the projections 220 may
each be disposed on a respective side of a centerline CLL of the
kayak 100 (FIG. 4), although other locations are possible as
well. Where multiple projections 220 are employed, two or
more of the projections 220 may be substantially parallel with
each other and/or with the centerline, although this is not
required. As well, two projections 220 may be arranged on
opposite sides of the centerline in such a way as to be at least
approximately the same distance away from the centerline
CL.

In some instances, one or more additional projections (not
shown) are provided that are relatively larger, or smaller, in
one or more of their length, width, and height, than the pro-
jections 220. Such additional projections may be located near
the rear of the kayak 100, or anywhere else on the kayak 100.
Finally, one or more of the projections 220 may comprise, or
be implemented as, a tack-off

More generally, the scope of the invention is not limited to
any particular, number, size, geometry, location, or orienta-
tion of projections. Rather, any one or more of these aspects
may be varied to define yet further embodiments.

The use of one or more projections, such as the example
projections 220, in embodiments of the kayak may provide
various benefits. By way of example, the projections may
serve to contribute to a relative increase in the buoyancy of the
kayak, as compared to the buoyancy that would be associated
with the kayak if the projections were not present. This added
buoyancy may help prevent the front of the kayak from pitch-
ing upward significantly when a user mounts or reenters the
kayak using the transom and/or the ramp. As well, the wedge
shape of some examples of the projections may serve to guide
the kayak in the tracking, or forward straight line, direction.

With reference now to FIGS. 4-7, details are provided
concerning further elements that may be included in at least
some embodiments of the kayak. Particularly, at least some
embodiments may include one or more longitudinal recesses
300 located on the bottom of the kayak 100. The longitudinal
recesses 300 may, but need not, be substantially identical to
each other. The longitudinal recesses 300 may extend gener-
ally along a portion of the length of the kayak 100 and may be
at least approximately parallel to the centerline CL. In at least
some embodiments, the longitudinal recesses 300 extend
along a substantial portion of the length of the kayak 100. In
the particular example of FIG. 4, two longitudinal recesses
300 are provided, with a longitudinal recess 300 positioned
on either side of the centerline CL. The longitudinal recesses
300 may or may not be generally equidistant from the cen-
terline CL. In that same example, the longitudinal recesses
300 are arranged such that one or more projections 200 are
positioned between the longitudinal recesses 300.

The longitudinal recesses 300 may be relatively wide. For
example, in at least some embodiments, one or more longi-
tudinal recesses 300 may have a maximum width in a range of
about 15 percent of the overall width of the kayak 100 to about
25 percent of the overall width of the kayak 100. In one
particular embodiment, one or more longitudinal recesses
300 may have a maximum width of about 20 percent of the
overall width of the kayak 100. Larger, or smaller, recess
widths may be employed in other embodiments. As indicated,
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for example, in FIG. 4, the width of a longitudinal recess 300
may vary over the length of the longitudinal recess 300. In a
more particular example, a longitudinal recess 300 may be
relatively wider in a middle portion 300q of the longitudinal
recess 300 than in one or both end portions 3005 and 300¢ of
the longitudinal recess 300.

Additionally, or alternatively, the longitudinal recesses 300
may berelatively deep. For example, in at least some embodi-
ments, one or more longitudinal recesses 300 may have a
maximum depth in a range of about 10 percent of the overall
depth of the kayak 100 to about 20 percent of the overall depth
of the kayak 100, where the depth is measured from the
bottom of the hull 202 to the uppermost portion of the front
100a of the kayak 100. In one particular embodiment, one or
more longitudinal recesses 300 may have a depth of about 15
percent of the overall depth of the kayak 100. Larger, or
smaller, recess depths may be employed in other embodi-
ments.

The geometry of one or more longitudinal recesses may be
such that a longitudinal recess has a substantially triangular
cross-section, as indicated in FIG. 6 and discussed below. One
consequence of this example construction is that the width of
a longitudinal recess may vary with the depth of the longitu-
dinal recess. Alternatively, one or more longitudinal recesses
may have a generally parabolic, circular, or other curved
cross-section shape. Finally, one or more of the longitudinal
recesses 300 may comprise, or be implemented as, a tack-off

Finally, a further recess 302 may be provided that extends
along a portion ofthe length of the kayak 100. In atleast some
instances, the recess 302 may be at least approximately par-
allel to, and located near or on, the centerline CL. The recess
302 may comprise, or be implemented as, a tack-off, such as
tack-off 201 for example (see Figure 4). Among other things,
this recess 302 may serve to enhance the stability and/or
maneuverability of the kayak 100.

More generally, the scope of the invention is not limited to
any particular, number, size, geometry, location, or orienta-
tion of longitudinal recesses. Rather, any one or more of these
aspects may be varied to define yet further embodiments.

With particular reference now to FIGS. 5 and 6, further
details are provided concerning aspects of an example hull
configuration of a kayak 100. As indicated in those Figures,
and discussed above, at least some embodiments include a
pair of longitudinal recesses 300 that cooperate to at least
partly define a reverse-chine geometry in the hull 202. The
reverse-chine geometry may include a projection 304 coop-
eratively defined by the longitudinal recesses 300. In other
embodiments, no projection 304 is present and a transition
portion, which may be flat or curved, is disposed between the
two longitudinal recesses 300. As further indicated in FIG. 5
in particular, each of the longitudinal recesses 300 may abut a
relatively flat portion 306. In some instances, the portions 306
may be angled upward. This angled construction may help the
kayak 100 to avoid catching a wave during a turn.

The reverse-chine geometry indicated in FIGS. 5 and 6
may prove beneficial in some circumstances. For example,
longitudinal recesses 300 may extend generally upwardly and
may help water to be pressurized under the kayak 100 when,
for example, the kayak 100 is rocked back and forth. This
pressurization may help create horizontal stability that helps
resist tipping of the kayak 100 and/or flipping over of the
kayak 100.

With particular reference, finally, to FIGS. 1 and 7, the bow
construction at the front 100a of the kayak 100, which may be
referred to as a ‘cathedral’ structure may be useful in reducing
or minimizing splashing as the kayak 100 moves through the
water.

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

8

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential character-
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A watercraft, comprising:

a body that includes a bow and a stern whose respective
shapes are substantially different from each other, the
body including:

a hull;

an open cockpit;

a ramp that is located aft of the open cockpit and slopes
downwardly toward the stern, where a lower end of the
ramp is located proximate the stern; and

a transom that forms a portion of the stern and extends
across a width of the watercraft, the transom defining an
opening proximate the lower end of the ramp.

2. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein a portion of

the watercraft has a unitary single-piece construction.

3. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the body
comprises plastic and includes one or more tack-offs.

4. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein one or more
of'the cockpit, ramp, and transom are integral with the hull.

5. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the stern has
a squared off shape, and the bow has a pointed shape.

6. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the ramp is
recessed in the body.

7. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein a portion of
the ramp has a generally concave cross-sectional shape.

8. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the water-
craft comprises a kayak.

9. A kayak, comprising:

a body with a generally pointed bow and a squared off

stern, the body including:

a hull;

an open cockpit;

a ramp that is located aft of the open cockpit and has first
and second opposing sides, wherein a lower end of the
ramp is located proximate the stern; and

a transom that defines an opening proximate the lower end
of the ramp, the opening extending across the kayak
between the first and second sides of the ramp.

10. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the body has a
unitary single-piece construction comprising plastic and one
or more tack offs.

11. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein a portion of the
hull includes a reverse chine configuration.

12. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein a bottom of the
hull includes two longitudinal recesses that extend a substan-
tial portion of a length of the hull.

13. The kayak as recited in claim 9, further comprising two
wedge-shaped projections extending downwardly from the
hull and located proximate the stern, each projection disposed
on a respective side of a centerline of the hull, and each
projection being substantially parallel with the centerline.

14. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the kayak has
only a single seating surface, the single seating surface
located immediately forward of the ramp.

15. A kayak, comprising:

a body that includes a bow and a stern whose respective
shapes are substantially different from each other, the
body including:

a hull that includes a reverse chine configuration;

two wedge-shaped projections extending downwardly
from the hull and located proximate the stern, each pro-
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jection disposed on a respective side of a centerline of
the hull, and each projection being substantially parallel
with the centerline;

an open cockpit;

a ramp that is located aft of the open cockpit and slopes
downwardly toward the stern, where a lower end of the
ramp is located proximate the stern; and

atransom angled toward the bow, wherein the lower end of
the ramp defines an opening in the transom.

16. The kayak as recited in claim 15, wherein the body has

a unitary single-piece construction comprising plastic and
one or more tack offs.

17. The kayak as recited in claim 15, wherein the kayak has
only a single seating surface, the single seating surface
located immediately forward of the ramp.

18. The kayak as recited in claim 15, wherein the ramp is
recessed in the body.

19. The kayak as recited in claim 15, wherein the reverse
chine configuration comprises a pair of reverse chines, and
the kayak further comprises a chine disposed between the
reverse chines.

20. The kayak as recited in claim 15, wherein a length of the
ramp is about one third of an overall length of the kayak, and
a length of the open cockpit is about two thirds of the overall
length of the kayak.

21. A kayak, comprising:

a body that includes a bow and a stern whose respective
shapes are substantially different from each other, the
body including:

a hull;

a cockpit connected with the hull and including a seating
area;

aramp located behind the cockpit and extending to a loca-
tion proximate the stern, the ramp including an open area
that extends across a majority of a width of the kayak,
and the open area is bounded in part by first and second
side rails at respective sides of the kayak; and

atransom that defines an opening proximate a terminal end
of the ramp.

15

25

30

10

22. The kayak as recited in claim 21, wherein a portion of
the kayak has a unitary single-piece construction and includes
one or more tack offs.

23. The kayak as recited in claim 21, wherein the kayak has
a sit-on-top configuration.

24. The kayak as recited in claim 21, further comprising a
reverse chine geometry incorporated in a bottom of the hull
and including first and second reverse chines that extend
along a substantial portion of a length of the hull and termi-
nate proximate the stern, wherein the first and second reverse
chines are defined in part by respective first and second lon-
gitudinal recesses defined in the bottom of the hull.

25. The kayak as recited in claim 21, further comprising
any of a foot well, a paddle rest, a handhold, a recessed area
located aft of the seating area and extending to the stern, or
any combination of the foregoing.

26. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the tran-
som is substantially flat.

27. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the tran-
som lies in an inclined plane.

28. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein a portion
of the transom is curved.

29. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein a portion
of the transom is straight.

30. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the open-
ing is generally U-shaped.

31. The watercraft as recited in claim 1, wherein the tran-
som is the aft-most portion of the watercraft.

32. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the opening is
generally U-shaped.

33. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the opening
enables water from the ramp to drain out of the kayak through
the transom.

34. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the ramp
further comprises first and second side rails disposed on
respective sides of the kayak.

35. The kayak as recited in claim 9, wherein the ramp is
configured to direct water through the transom.

#* #* #* #* #*
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